
March 2025 Newsletter 

Hello Dancers, 

 

I hope you are enjoying the emergence of Spring as I am.  It's always  

good to see the days get longer and warmer and the snow to melt away. 

 

As we approach the last month of our winter dancing session, there is a  

great deal to tell you about. 

 

BAKE SALE and FOODBANK DONATIONS 

This Tuesday for SSD, and this Thursday for Plus dancers, we will be  

holding our annual bake sale.  This year, at Lisa Swant's suggestion, we  

are contributing all moneys raised to the Ottawa Food Bank.  Please  

bring either a baked item for sale (cookies, cake or bread, wrapped and  

priced), or non-perishable food item(s) to be donated directly to the  

food bank, or a cash donation.  We will sell the baked items amongst  

ourselves and Lisa will collect the food and money and deliver to the  

food bank for us. 

 

SSD VENUE CHANGE 

On Thursday of last week the City informed us that Dulude arena would be  

closed for roof repair for part of April, and that our April 1, 8 and 15  

bookings for that room were cancelled. We have arranged to rent a local  

church hall for those dates.  The address is All Saints Westboro Church,  

347 Richmond Road, which is just west of the intersection of Richmond  

with Churchill Avenue.  There is limited parking on the church property  

- mostly we will have to use street parking.  The times of the dances  

will be unchanged, including the pre-dance coaching at 6:30pm. There is  

significant setup and takedown of tables and chairs required, so I ask  

those who are able to arrive early in order to help with these tasks. 

 

MERI SQUARES ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Our AGM will go ahead as scheduled, on April 8 at the new location, All  

Saints Westboro Church.  Attached to this email, and also available  

(soon) on our website at https://merisquares.ca/wp/agm-reports/, are all  

of the documents for the meeting - the agenda, the minutes of last  

year's AGM for approval, the financial report, the reports of Executive  

https://merisquares.ca/wp/agm-reports/


Officers, and the slate of candidates for election to our new Executive  

team.  Please read through them before the meeting and arrive informed  

and ready to vote.  We will hold the AGM in the last half hour or so of  

the regular dance evening, which will be mixed SSD and Plus tips. 

 

WINDUP DANCE AND SSD GRADUATION 

Our end of season celebration dance will be on Thursday April 24 at  

Westminster Church, 470 Roosevelt Avenue, starting at 7:15pm.  At that  

dance we will also present certificates of completion to our SSD student  

dancers. The club will contribute a party cake in celebration of our new  

graduates and our year of dancing.  Feel free to invite dancers from  

other clubs to attend and share our celebration. 

 

EXTRA MAKEUP DANCES 

We have arranged extra dances to make up for those that were cancelled  

during the winter.  There will be one extra SSD dance on April 29 and  

four extra Plus dances on May 1,8,15 and 22, all at the regular  

locations. 

 

SUMMER DANCES 

During the summer we will be offering a monthly dance for Meri Squares  

members, on the third Tuesday of each summer month, i.e., on May 20,  

June 17, July 15 and August 19.  These dances will be at the Dulude  

Arena, 941 Clyde Avenue, starting at 7pm, and will feature alternating  

SSD and Plus tips. 

 

MISSISSIPPI MELT 

The special Mississippi Melt dance will be on Saturday March 29 from 2  

to 4:30pm at Carleton Place Arena, 75 Neelin Street, Carleton Place.  It  

will feature Basic (suitable for all of our SSD dancers and students),  

Mainstream and Plus level dancing.  This is a great opportunity for our  

new dancers to dance to another caller and experience the fun and  

friendship of our wider square dance community (and to show off any  

square dance clothes you picked up in our clothing sale).  See the flyer  

at https://www.eodance.ca/flyers/250329MississippiMelt.jpg 

 

VEER NORTH 

A special four days of dancing has been arranged by the Ottawa Date  

https://www.eodance.ca/flyers/250329MississippiMelt.jpg


Squares club for the Easter weekend, April 17-20, at the Marriot  

Courtyard Hotel in the Byward Market.  This weekend will feature five  

callers and various dance levels, see the flyer at https://veernorth.ca/ 

 

Any questions, feel free to reply to this email or contact me at 613  

832-2284. 

 

David Shackleton 

President, Meri Squares 

 

 

https://veernorth.ca/

