February 2025 Newsletter
Greetings dancers!

As we endure the coldest part of our winter, it is good to see how much
activity there is on the square dance circuit. This newsletter will
describe all that is happening over the next month both within our Meri
Squares club and also in the local area.

First, | offer a warm welcome to our new dancers - both those starting
square dancing for the first time as our new Social Square Dancing (SSD)
students at our Tuesday classes and also the new members who have joined
our Plus group on Thursday evenings. | also want to mention that a
number of past members who no longer dance regularly with us have told
me that they enjoy receiving the regular newsletters and hearing what
the club is doing. Because of this, | have chosen not to automatically
remove past members from our email list, as we have done in the past.
However, your name can be removed from the list at any time, of course,
if you no longer wish to receive these emails - just let me know (by
replying to this email, for instance) and | will remove you from the

mailing list.

CLOTHING SALE

Our annual sale of used square dance clothing is coming up on Tuesday
February 4. The sale will start at 6:30pm at Dulude Arena, 941 Clyde
Avenue, and will feature traditional square dance dresses, petticoats,
shirts, ties, etc., all for S5 or less per item. Stay for the SSD

dancing and at the end of the evening a number of items that haven't
sold will be offered for free.

VALENTINE'S DAY DANCES

Our Valentine's Day dances this year will be on Tuesday February 11 for
our SSD dancers and on Thursday February 13 for Plus. Come dressed in
red or pink and white, and consider bringing a snack to share. Because
there is always so much food, this year we split the snack

responsibility between two dances - the beach night and the Valentine's
Day dance. So only bring snacks to the Valentine dance if you didn't
bring them to last week's beach night.

MERI MINGLE PLUS DANCE

On Saturday February 22, from 2 to 4:30pm, Meri Squares will host our
second annual Meri Mingle dance for Plus dancers. This event is held at
St. Mark's church, 1606 Fisher Avenue, and was very successful last
year, with eight squares dancing. We hope for a similar turnout this



year. Admission is $15, Wendy VanderMeulen is calling, and we ask Meri
Squares members to bring something for the refreshment table. Tea and
coffee will be provided, and if you are able to come early (1:15pm) to
help us set up the hall, that would be greatly appreciated. Tickets are
available at the door or in advance by sending an etransfer to
treasurer@merisquares.ca

CANCELLATIONS

In the event that a Meri Squares dance is cancelled due to weather, |
will post a notice to our main website page and send out an email to all
members by no less than three hours before the event start time - i.e.,
by 4pm for an evening dance and by 11am for an afternoon dance.

SWINGING SWALLOWS WINTER WONDERLAND DANCE

This special winter dance is in Beachburg, which is between Cobden and
Pembroke, on Saturday February 15. The cost is $16 which includes a hot
lunch at 12:15pm and dancing at the level of the dancers present (i.e.,

by request) until 4pm to caller Ron Gardner. In addition you can earn a
dangle by dancing in the snow at 11:45am. Address is Beachburg Lion's
Hall, 9 Hannah Street, Beachburg. See flyer at
https://www.eodance.ca/flyers/250215WinterWonderland.jpg Pre-register
for the lunch by February 10.

MIDWINTER DANCE

The Riverside Gypsy Squares are hosting a dance in Pembroke on Sunday
February 23. The level will be Mainstream with some Plus, and will
feature a new caller showcase. Cost is $7.50 and the dance will run
from 2 to 4pm at St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church, 425 Centre Street,
Prescott. Flyer at
https://www.eodance.ca/flyers/250223MidWinterDance.pdf

CARPOOLING

If you would like to attend any of these special dances but you don't
have transport or would prefer to travel with others, please speak to me
early at one of our regular Tuesday or Thursday evening dances (i.e.,
before | have made my announcements) and | will try to identify others
who intend to attend those dances and with whom you might travel.

See you on the dance floor,
David Shackleton

President, Meri Squares
613 832-2284
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