
January 2025 Newsletter 
 
Happy New Year, Dancers, 
 
This newsletter will tell you all you need to know to join our new  
winter dance season and to enjoy our special winter dances. 
 
SSD DANCING 
Our new Social Square Dancing (SSD) series of dances and lessons will  
kick off with two open house dances, on the 7th and 14th of this month.   
These free dances will be introductions to square dancing for new SSD  
students, so they can try out the activity and see if they want to sign  
up.  They will be at Dulude Arena, 941 Clyde Avenue, from 7 to 9pm and  
will feature free tea, coffee and snacks.  Our formal lesson series and  
SSD dances for our graduates will begin at 7pm on Tuesday January 19,  
and will be $130 for the season of 14 evenings, or $10 if you pay  
nightly (nightly fee is only available to our graduate dancers). 
 
Please advertise this fun activity among your friends and colleagues,  
and distribute any promotional posters that you collected last season.   
If you need more posters, you can print them from our website at  
<https://merisquares.ca/wp/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/That-Looks-Like-Fun.pdf>  
and  
<https://merisquares.ca/wp/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Make-Exercise-Fun.pdf> 
 
I look forward to seeing you, and those from our Plus members who come  
along as angels, on Tuesday evenings. 
 
PLUS DANCING 
Our regular plus dancing will begin at 7:15pm on Thursday January 9 at  
our regular venue of Westminster Church, 470 Roosevelt Avenue.  John  
Charman will call for us, and the price for the season is $130, the same  
as last year, or $10 nightly.  Note that if you pay the $130 session  
fee, then there is no extra charge if you attend our Tuesday SSD dances  
as an angel dancer. 
 
THEMED DANCES 
We are introducing a beach themed dance (so appropriate for January!!!)  
on Tuesday January 28 and Thursday January 30.  And of course in  
February we have our special St. Valentine dances, on Tuesday February  
11 and Thursday February 13.  At our Valentine dances, we invite you to  
bring snacks - and they can be valentine themed as well, of course. 
 
CLOTHING SALE 
On Tuesday February 4 we will feature our annual clothing sale.  The  
sale will start at 6:30pm, so come early for the best selection.   
Lightly used square dance clothing (shirts, dresses, petticoats, tops,  
ties, etc.) will be sold for very low prices ($5 per item or less), so  
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this is your opportunity to stock up your square dance wardrobe. 
 
MERI MINGLE 
Our special Plus-only winter dance was a great success last year, so we  
are repeating it this year.  Our Meri Mingle dance will take place on  
Saturday February 22 from 2 to 4:30pm at St. Mark's Anglican Church,  
1606 Fisher Avenue and will be called by Wendy VanderMeulen.  Admission  
is $15 and we ask Meri Squares dancers to please bring a plate of snacks  
to the event. 
 
Of course, this is the season of occasional extreme weather, and if we  
decide that any of these regular dances or special events will be  
cancelled due to weather, we will post an update to the main page of our  
website by 3 hours before the event start time (typically by 4pm for  
evening dances) and I will send out a special email to members by the  
same time. 
 
I look forward to seeing you on the dance floor. 
 
David Shackleton 
President 
Meri Squares 
613 832-2284 


