
September2024  

Greetings, Dancers! 

 

First, hello to all of our 16 new Social Square Dance (SSD) learners.  I  

am pleased to welcome you to our club.  This is your first newsletter -  

you will see them every month for as long as you dance with Meri  

Squares.  They will keep you up to date about upcoming events and  

special dances. 

 

The first upcoming event is our special mixed Mainstream and Plus dance  

on Thursday September 26 at Westminster Church, 470 Roosevelt Avenue.   

The dance will be called by John Charman and will begin at 7:15pm.  This  

dance is especially for our SSD graduates who learned Mainstream steps  

in the winter 2024 session, but it is open to all dancers, from Meri  

Squares and from other clubs.  The dance will be free to those who have  

paid a Meri Squares seasonal membership fee (SSD or Plus) and $10 to  

everyone else.  Further Mainstream and Plus dances will be held on the  

fourth Thursdays of upcoming months, October 24, November 21 and  

December 12. 

 

October is Halloween month, and we have special Halloween dances  

scheduled for our SSD group on Tuesday October 29 and for our Plus group  

on Thursday October 31.  We invite you to come in special Halloween  

costume, and to bring a plate of munchies (sweet or savory), with or  

without a Halloween theme. 

 

Another Ottawa area club, the Ottawa Date Squares, is holding a "Harvest  

Dance" from 1 to 4pm on Saturday October 5 at the Jack Purcell Community  

Centre.  This will feature Plus and A1 dancing, and also "class-level"  

SSD, which means that our SSD students will be able to attend and dance  

using the steps they have already been taught.  I encourage our new  

student dancers to come out to this, try dancing to a different caller  

(Brian Crawford), and experience the wider Ottawa square dance  

community.  Admission will be $15.  Go to the Date Squares website at  

https://ottawadatesquares.ca/events/ for details. 

 

In November, we will have the Meri Squares 55 year anniversary dance on  

November 21: details to come in future newsletters. 

 

All Meri squares events are listed in the Calendar on our website at  

https://merisquares.ca/wp/calendar-2/ 

 

In addition, the website is the place to go if there is ever any doubt  

about whether a scheduled dance will take place, due to inclement  

https://ottawadatesquares.ca/events/
https://merisquares.ca/wp/calendar-2/


weather.  If a dance is ever cancelled due to freezing rain or snow, we  

will post a notice on the main page of the website  

<https://merisquares.ca/wp/> not less than three hours before the event,  

i.e., by 4pm for our Tuesday or Thursday dances. 

 

See you on the dance floor, 

 

David Shackleton 

President 

https://merisquares.ca/wp/

