
 

October 2024 Newsletter 
 
Greetings, Dancers, 

 

This is my favourite time of year - beautiful colours, comfortable  

temperatures and lots of things going on in the square dance world.   

This newsletter will give you an update of what is happening over the  

next couple of months. 

 

Our Halloween themed dances are coming up soon - on Thursday October 24  

for our Plus dancers and on Tuesday October 29 for our SSD dancers and  

students.  At each dance we invite you to come in costume and to bring  

sweet or savoury snacks to share. 

 

The dance on Thursday October 24 will also be our second special mixed  

Plus and Mainstream night - so all of our Mainstream dancers are  

invited.  We started these monthly dances this fall in order to give  

those SSD graduate dancers who learned Mainstream with Wendy in March  

and April of this year an opportunity to dance at this level, but none  

of them managed to make it to our September dance.  If this offering  

continues not to be accessed by these dancers, for whatever reason, it  

will make little sense to continue it. 

 

Our SSD caller, Wendy VanderMeulen, holds special dinner events at  

Boston Pizza before some of the SSD dances, in order for dancers to meet  

and get to know each other in a more social setting.  All SSD students,  

graduates and angels are welcome.  The next Dinner with Wendy will be at  

5:30pm on Tuesday October 29.  Boston Pizza is at 1640 Carling Avenue,  

next to the old Canadian Tire building just east of Clyde Avenue.   

Parking is behind the restaurant. 

 

In just a month we will be holding our special Meri Squares 55th  

Anniversary Dance, at 7:15pm Thursday November 21.  This will be an  

exciting special open dance for all of our dancers, including our SSD  

students.  We will have a cake and will invite dancers from all of the  

local clubs to come and celebrate with us.  Details are still being  

worked out - I will let you know in club announcements as we get closer  

to the event. 

 

There are a number of special dances being held this season - see the  

EOSARDA calendar at https://www.eosarda.ca/calendar.php for a full  

listing.  I want to draw your attention especially to the All Day Sashay  

dance on Saturday November 16.  This will be a large event, with  

https://www.eosarda.ca/calendar.php


simultaneous dancing at three levels in different rooms (class level  

SSD, Plus and A1/2) at the Marriott Courtyard Hotel, 350 Dalhousie  

Street, Ottawa.  The dance is organized by Ottawa Date Squares - go to  

their website at https://ottawadatesquares.ca/sashay/ for more details  

and to register.  I especially encourage our new SSD students to attend,  

in order to experience the full square dance community and to dance to  

other callers. 

 

See you on the dance floor, 

 

David Shackleton 

President, Meri Squares 

613 832-2284 

https://ottawadatesquares.ca/sashay/

