March 2024 Newsletter
Greetings Dancers,

As we move through the winter and towards the spring (only three weeks away!), we are moving
into the season of maximum square dance activity (by April, there is a special dance just about
every weekend).

Demonstration Dance Starting with our own club, we have been invited to perform a special
demonstration square for Ottawa West Community Support, a seniors support organization at
1137 Wellington Street West, from 1 to 2pm on Friday, March 8. Six dancers have signed up so
far; we need two more to make a square. Any dance level is fine — we will be dancing simple
patterns and inviting seniors to join in and dance with us. If you would like to participate, please
reply to this email or call me at 613 832-2284.

Book Exchange We will be starting our book exchange for Plus dancers on March 7. Bring
along used books to donate to the collection for sale to other dancers. Proceeds will go to
support the club.

Meet the Callers At 5:30pm on Thursday, March 14,John Charman and Wendy VanderMeulen
are inviting Plus dancers to meet for dinner with them before the regular Plus dance. Meet at
Boston Pizza, 1640 Carling Avenue (on the south side of Carling just east of Clyde Avenue).
This is a great opportunity to meet socially with your callers and other dancers.

St. Patrick Dances A week later, our special St. Patrick themed dances are scheduled for March
19 (SSD) and 21 (Plus). Join in the fun by including something green in your costume and by
bringing along snacks to share with other dancers. For those with a passion for St. Patrick, there
are special dances in Cornwall on Sunday, March 10 (see flyer here) and in Kingston on
Saturday, March 16 (see flyer). The Kingston dance features alternating SSD and Plus level tips.
If any Meri Squares dancers would like to carpool to these events, contact me and I will help you
find travel partners.

No Plus Dancing March 28 Plus dancers: note that there will be no dancing on Thursday,
March 28 as the church requires the hall that evening for Easter activities.

AGM Our club Annual General Meeting will be on Thursday, April 11, starting at 8:45pm.

You can expect to receive a package of reports and the slate of candidates standing for Executive
positions in an email later this month. This will be a joint dance night with SSD and Plus dancers
so that everyone is welcome and able to participate in the AGM.

Executive Positions Some of your dedicated Executive members are standing for re-election,
others are moving on. We currently have a vacancy for the position of Social Coordinator. Note
that the title is “Coordinator”, that means you do not do the job alone. If you are an SSD dancer,


https://www.eodance.ca/flyers/240310SwingingBsStPatDance.jpg
https://www.eodance.ca/flyers/240316StPatDanceKingston.pdf

we are also looking for someone to join the Executive team to ensure that the needs of these
members are heard.

Both positions are key to ensuring Meri Squares thrives. If you are interested in what the jobs
entail, please speak to David or Lamar.

Enjoy the warming weather,

David Shackleton
President, Meri Squares
(613) 832-2284



