January 2024 Newsletter
Happy new year, Dancers!

January and no snow on the ground. Who would have thunk it? I hope it doesn’t mean that we
will get huge dumps of snow later in the winter. But in case we do, | have negotiated an
extension of our contract with the church — we can add one or two Plus dances in early May if
needed because of cancellations earlier in the winter, as happened last year. We can do the same
thing for the SSD dances at the Dulude arena, again, only if needed.

This newsletter will tell you all you need to know to return to square dancing in the winter 2024
season. But first, let’s acknowledge what a great windup we had to dancing at the end of 2023.
We graduated 5 new SSD dancers and enjoyed a fabulous pot luck Christmas party for the whole
club of SSD and Plus dancers, called jointly by Wendy VVanderMeulen and John Charman. And
special thanks to all those who contributed to our charitable collections — the Snowsuit Fund
organized by Lamar Mason collected $370 and 45 clothing items, and the ‘In from the Cold’
project organized by Marilyn Collins collected large numbers of toiletries and clothing items.

Our SSD season kicks off with a special free open house at 7pm on Tuesday, January 9 at the
Dulude Arena, 941 Clyde Avenue. | hope to see a large number of our regular dancers, both
SSD and Plus, to welcome the new students. The mixed dances (1 ¥ hours teaching, 1 hour SSD
dancing) will begin the following week, on January 16. Registration is $130 for the whole four
month season of SSD lessons or SSD dances, and free for “angels” who come to help the new
dancers along and who are paid members in another winter program (such as our Plus dances).
Don’t forget to invite friends, family, colleagues, and neighbours to give Modern Square
Dancing a try on January 9!

Regular Plus dancing begins on Thursday, January 11 at 7:15pm, at the usual Westminster
Church venue, 470 Roosevelt. Registration is $130 for the four month season, due by Feb 9.
Registration forms for SSD and the Plus program are attached to this email and will soon be
available on the website at merisquares.ca.

We are organizing a special Plus dance for the afternoon of Saturday, February 24. Keep the
date free — details will be in our next newsletter.

Lastly, the first big dance of 2024 is the Mississippi Squares’ Snowflake Swing on Saturday,
January 13, in Carleton Place starting at 2 pm. There will be SSD and Plus tips. Come dust off
your dancing cobwebs after the holiday break
(https://www.eodance.ca/flyers/240113SnowFlake_Swing_4 min.pdf).

That’s it for this month. Look after yourselves in this cold season, and see you on the dance
floor.
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