April 2024 Newsletter

Greetings dancers,

After a March which was warm and with no snow at all, we got a snow
storm in April! Go figure! But as I write the snow is tapering off,

and our Thursday evening Plus dance will take place as usual this
evening.

Clothing Sale

Next Tuesday, April 9, we will hold a sale of used square dance clothing
before and during our regular SSD dance at the Dulude Arena, 941 Clyde
Avenue. Prices will be low, most items will be just five dollars, so

come early (6:45pm) for best selection. Plus dancers are also welcome —
come and spruce up your square dance wardrobe, and stay as angels for
the dancing.

AGM

Our annual general meeting will be on Thursday April 11 at the end of a
special mixed SSD and Plus dance at Westminster Church, 470 Roosevelt
Avenue. Everyone is invited. Dancing will start at the regular time of
7:15pm and will alternate tips between SSD (class level, only the steps
that have been taught so far) and Plus. At about 8:45pm we will start

our AGM, and we invite everyone to stay and participate in the meeting.
A package of reports and the agenda were sent out last week. We will be
seeking your vote on amendments to the club constitution and on the
election or re-election of club officers. Note that all regular

dancers, whether students or graduates, are members of Meri Squares and
eligible to vote at the AGM.

Note also that there are still a couple of vacant positions on the slate
of candidates for the club Executive team, i.e., social coordinator
(Plus) and publicity coordinator. Give me a call or email if you would
like to find out more about these roles, and note that we will ask for
any further nominations at the AGM.

Windup Dance

Our special windup dance for the year, which will feature the graduation
ceremony for our SSD students, will be on Thursday April 25 at

Westminster Church, 470 Roosevelt. Like the AGM evening, it will have
alternating plus and SSD tips during the evening, and dancing will start

at 7:15 and run to 9:15pm. We invite dancers to bring snacks to share

to make the evening more enjoyable. An EOSARDA (Eastern Ontario Square
and Round Dance Association) representative will be present to formally



recognize the graduation of our dancers into the local square dance
community. And graduates, we invite you to return in September as full
SSD dancers, when we will likely be offering you the option of learning
Mainstream (depending on how this innovation worked out this year, which
we will evaluate this summer).

Summer Dances

Over the summer, Meri Squares will be offering a mixed SSD and Plus

dance on every third Tuesday of each month — May, June, July and August.
Each dance will take place at the Dulude Arena at 941 Clyde Avenue,

starting at 7pm. There will also be a Meri Squares picnic at a local

park sometime during the summer — details are being worked out and will

be in a future newsletter.

Special Dances

There are a lot of outside special dances going on this month and into

May — check out the EOSARDA calendar on their website at
https://www.eodance.ca/calendar.php For our new graduates, if you would
like help, transport or accompaniment in visiting other dances for the

first time, just let me know two or three weeks before the dance and I

will put it out in my announcements. Probably, there will be a number

of dancers who will be happy to assist as you learn the ropes.

Enjoy your last month of regular weekly dancing, and have a wonderful
summer.

David Shackleton
President, Meri Squares
613 832-2284
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