
MERI SQUARES NEWSLETTER – WEEK OF NOVEMBER 29, 2020 

Hello Dancers: 

Winter has definitely arrived, even if the season is still fall. Hope everyone managed to deal with the 

first big snowfall of the season. My grandson and I made snowmen and went sliding on Monday…I think 

he has the right approach, although I would prefer to stand at the top of hill rather than struggle to get 

onto and off the sled! Not a graceful endeavour… 

New email 

As you noticed, this newsletter is posted on the Meri Squares website. You got notice of it through the 

info@merisquares.ca email address with a link to the website. We have taken this approach to try to 

limit the chances of member emails being hacked or phishing by unsavoury types. In future, most 

communications from the Club will come in this manner. I am working with Tom Fotheringham and 

Gerry Lelievre to see how we manage forwarding EOSARDA bulletins as well. Another advantage is that 

the newsletters will all be in place and you can refer back to them if you wish to by just going to the  

www.merisquares.ca  site and looking under Club Information. 

Join us for the next Club Chat – Tuesday, December 8, 2020 at 7:30 

I am missing you all! It is time for another chance to get together virtually and see how everyone is 

doing. We will send the Zoom link out on December 7 via the Club email. We hope MANY of you will join 

us for a pre-Christmas conversation. If anyone needs help with Zoom, please contact Michelle 

(mgraveln628@rogers.com) or Wendy (wendyv@sympatico.ca) and they will get you started. 

Snowsuit Fund 

This is the time of year when we would normally be getting ready for our Christmas dinner and the 

Mitten Tree. In the past, Meri Squares members have generously donated hats, mitts, scarves, socks and 

funds to support the Snowsuit Fund. Although we are not gathering this year, the Executive felt we 

should still try to honour our tradition of giving.  

We would like to suggest that members consider donating a portion of their $35 Club credit to the 

Snowsuit Fund. Simply send an email to our Treasurer Gerry (gerryl44@gmail.com (that is a lowercase 

“L”)) indicating how much you would like to donate to the Fund. He will take note, record your donation, 

adjust your credit and then send the funds on to the Snowsuit Fund along with other donations 

received. I know you could send the funds directly but this way, you are not actually “out-of-pocket,” 

but the kids still benefit. Please consider this option and contact Gerry before December 11, 2020. 

And something just for you! 

The other Christmas tradition we are all missing out on is the $100 draw! No little squares to choose in 

the hope of winning the brand new $100 bill.  

So again, your Executive has put their heads together and come up with a virtual alternative. Aren’t we 

wonderful…thinking of you all the time! Once again, the solution involves your Club credit: decide how 

many “tickets” you would like instead of choosing a numbered square. Send an email to Gerry (again!) 

telling him you want, say, 5 tickets. He will deduct $10 from your Club credit ($2 per ticket). We will put 

your name into the hat once for each ticket purchased. On December 8, during our next Club Chat, we 
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will make the draw live and the winner will receive 50% of however many tickets were sold! A pre-

Christmas bonus…and you did not even had to spend any “new” money! 

Masks to promote square dancing 

You will be receiving an EOSARDA bulletin in the next couple of days about the sale of masks to promote 

square dancing. This is an initiative to raise the visibility of square dancing while we are unable to dance. 

The masks contain the Live Lively logo and the words Modern Square Dancing. Hopefully, as we wear 

them about on our limited outings, people may see the words and be interested. Please consider 

ordering a mask when you receive the EOSARDA bulletin. 

Well friends, that is about all the news for this newsletter. As always, please let us know how you are 

doing, if we can help and maybe what Christmas is looking like for you this year? Any time I speak to one 

of you in person, the question always come up: “How is so and so doing?” Well, if you don’t tell me, I 

can’t share with others. So send me an email (lamarmason4@gmail.com) or give me a call (613-221-

9188). I would love to hear from you! 

Take care, consider the Snowsuit Fund and the 50/50 draw, and I will see you virtually on December 8 

at 7:30 p.m.  

Lamar Mason 

President, Meri Squares 
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